
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Robert Ware       

Department: Philosophy       Phone Number: (618) 650-2913 

E-mail Address: rware@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1433 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking up to 3 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   PHIL 495 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 1-3 hours 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

My office in Peck Hall 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
Working with deep problems in set theory, I have developed a simple model with broad powers for a novel 

interpretation of the fundamentals of set theory, logic, arithmetic, algebra, trigonometry, calculus, quantum physics, 

particle physics, classical physics, astrophysics, and thermodynamics. In previous years, URCA students have 

helped me to apply this model to interpretations of set theory, logic, and arithmetic. URCA students are currently 

helping me with interpretations of algebra, trigonometry, calculus, and quantum mechanics. In 2018, any 

prospective URCA students are likely to help with interpretations of calculus, quantum physics, classical physics, 

and particle physics. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

Students read broadly in these fields, and help to research and solve specific problems that we select together. We 

generally meet once each week at 3:30 PM in my office in Peck Hall. Meetings last at least 1.5 hours, but have 

sometimes gone later as schedules allow. Frequent email contact also features in the project. URCA students who 

make substantial contributions to the project sometimes present their results to my classes on similar topics. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

The student will have learned about a broad range of foundational issues in mathematics, philosophy, and physics, 

and about how such problems may be addressed creatively and systematically through original research. The student 

will have focused research on selected probelms and will have produced written material of either a formal or 

informal nature. 

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

While meeting times have yet to be determined; while meeting times may vary; and while the schedule allows for 

some flexibility in accommodating students with special interests and talents, it is helpful if students are available to 

meet on either Tuesdays or Thursdays from 3:30 to 5:00 PM. 

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
Most activities occur on campus. On occasions when meetings occur off campus, transportation is arranged. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

No particular background or major is required for participation in this project. I am primarily seeking creative and 

curious students with an interest in considering fundamental ideas in original terms. Since we are writing a book that 

aims at a broad readership, students can acquaint themselves with the project simply by reading the introduction first 

two chapters that have been completed with the help of previous URCA students.  

     

That being said, students familiar with issues in chemistry, computer science, engineering, mathematics, philosophy, 

OR physics have sometimes had an advantage. 


